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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

Introductory Comments: 

This is responsive to the final Office Action mailed March 31, 2004 (hereinafter, "Final 
Action**)- This Amendment and Response is filed with a Request for Continued Examination 
and a request for a three-month extension of time to respond to the Final Action. Requisite fees 
are authorized to be charged to our firm's deposit account in the enclosed RCE form. 

In the Final Action, the Examiner made final a rejection of Claims 18-34, 42-48, 50, 52, 
53, and 55-60 under Section 102(b) as anticipated by Fujita, U.S. Patent No. 5,875,758 
(hereinafter, "Fujita**); and a rejection of Claims 35-41, 49, 51, 54, 61, and 62 as unpatentable 
under Section 103(a) as obvious over Fujita in view of Mehne, U.S. Patent No. 5,992,369. 
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In response. Applicants respectfully submit the following Amendments and 
Arguments/Remarks. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 3 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims beginning on page 5 of 
this paper. 

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 13 of this paper. 
Arguments/Remarks begin on page 14 of this paper. 

An Appendix is enclosed at tiie end of this paper, including one replacement drawing 
sheet containing an amended drawing figure, and one dictionary cMerpt 
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